GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR TRAINING INSTITUTES

Requirements for training institute

1. Specialists registered to the following specialities: heart surgery, paediatrics, cardiology, anaesthesiology, radio-diagnostics and obstetrics should be connected to a training institute. At least 3 paediatric cardiologists should work full-time at this institute. One of these 3 needs to be acknowledged by the AEPC as trainer in paediatric cardiology.

2. The training institute ought to be equipped with the necessary infrastructure for the surgery of the heart en the major vessels of the infant and child.

3. The training institute should be equipped with at least one heart catheterization room specially designed for both heart catheterization and angio(cardio)graphy for infants and children; this complies for both the interior (e.g. temperature control), equipment and staff.

4. The department of paediatric cardiology should always have the disposal of an adequate number of non-invasive diagnostic facilities such as in electrocardiography, echo-Doppler cardiography and exercise testing.

5. Patient care at the training institute should be of a quality and quantity so that the centre can comply with the training requirements of a paediatric cardiologist within the time given. For the training of a specific field in paediatric cardiology a certain period in another centre, acknowledged by the AEPC, might be necessary.

6.
To ensure the quality of the training institute, this institute needs to co-operate with peer review.

General training requirements

The training institute needs to take care that:

1. The paediatric cardiologist in training, the trainee, is only occupied within paediatric cardiology. Part time education, with an equal extension of the training course time, should be possible. However, the fellow needs the permission of the training committee before the start of the training.

2.
The fellow knows enough concerning the above-mentioned non-invasive diagnostic methods to be able to carry out this independently.

2. Enough possibilities are created so that the interpretation of radio-diagnostics of the heart, the major vessels and the pulmonary vessels within the paediatric cardiology diagnostics can be carried out independently and adequately.

3. During the training the fellow is prepared well enough and given enough confidence in order to carry out independently diagnostic heart catheterizations and angio(cardio)graphy in infants and children.

5.
The fellow knows the indications and complications of therapeutic heart catheter interventions for infants and children.

6.
Clinical evaluations are being held regularly.

 7.
Discussion with heart surgeons is held regularly.

8.
The fellow is involved in pre- and post-operatic care and the preparation of the patient and its parents.

1. The fellow is familiar with the (patho-)physiology of the heart and circulation of the young individual. Apart from that, the fellow needs to be familiar with embryological, anatomical and (patho-)physiological aspects of the congenital heart malformation in the widest sense of the word. The study of heart-lung preparations, attending necrology discussions and the taking of specific anatomic-pathology courses can accomplish this.

10.
The fellow has the possibility to read the appropriate paediatric literature.

11.
The relevant equipment is of sufficient high standard to ensure the optimal training.

12.
The fellow has adequate knowledge of the psycho-social problems of the patient and its parents.

13.
There are enough contacts and consultations with adult cardiology.

14.
There are enough possibilities for consultation with clinical genetics, obstetrics and radiology.

Requirements with regards to the trainer

1.
To be recognised as a trainer in paediatric cardiology, the specialist has to be at least 5 years active in the field of paediatric cardiology.

2.
The specialist needs to be recognised by the AEPC.

2. The specialist has to be appointed in the institute via a normal and open application procedure. The specialist should work in the institute in a full or nearly full-time job in such a manner that he/she can fulfil the task of a trainer in a satisfactorily way.

4.
The acknowledgement of a trainer in paediatric cardiology can only be given if the institute is recognised as a training institute for paediatric cardiology.

4. The acknowledgement as trainer is given for the period of 5 years at a stretch at most. A visitation committee will check on a continuous basis if the trainer and the training institute still comply with the requirements made by the AEPC.

6.
The qualification of trainer ends when the trainer reaches the age of 65 years.

7.
The trainer needs to have a replacement recognised by the AEPC.

8. The AEPC has the right to withdraw recognition if the trainer does not comply with the requirements of the AEPC anymore. This withdrawal has to be done on the basis of a negative report given by the peer review.
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