
AEPC – JSPCCS exchange programme for Junior Members 

Destination: National Center for Child Health and Development (NCCHD), 

National Medical Center for Children and Mothers, Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan 

Department: Pediatric Cardiology Department 

Head of the Department: Dr Hiroshi Ono 

Head of the Reference Center for Fetal Cardiology in Poland: Prof. Joanna Dangel 

Thanks to the AEPC-JSPCCS exchange programme I had the possibility to learn in one of the 
best medical centres in Japan - NCCHD. I had a warm welcome by Dr Ono and became a member of a 
Pediatric Cardiology team, taking part in daily meetings, Cath Lab, Cardiac operations, outpatients 
clinic etc. My main interests were: echocardiography and fetal echocardiography. I was also introduced 
to doctors from Obstetrics Department who closely cooperate with fetal cardiologist and took part in 
the prenatal ultrasound scans. During the stay we discussed the difference of CHD occurrence between 
Japan and Poland population – including much higher rates of Abnormal Pulmonary Venous Connections 
and Heterotaxy syndromes in Japan. I had the opportunity to assist in several consultations of this 
difficult Congenital Heart Defects. 

During my stay at NCCHD I took also part in weekly scientific meetings, discussing the latest 
publications. We were finding many similarities and some difference between Polish and Japanese 
health systems. I was also asked to present a short lecture in NCCHD – it was the Polish experience of 
the first trimester echocardiography which was a part of my PhD Thesis. In Japan so far there is no 
programme of assessment of fetal heart by pediatric cardiologist in the early gestation time. 

There was the 21st Annual Meeting of Japanese Society of Fetal Cardiology held in Tokyo at the 
time of my arrival. At first I was invited by the organising committee to participate in the congress, 
which was very kind. And a few days later I was asked to prepare a short lecture on Polish experience 
in Fetal Baloon Valvuloplasty. The lecture was prepared with a great help of Joanna Dangel – who 
introduced the programme in Poland. I had a great honour to have the lecture during the main session, 
just before the debate on introducing the intervention programme in Japan, which was the main topic 
of this Meeting. 

After the Meeting I received a few invitations to other Fetal and Pediatric Cardiology Centres. I 
had a one day visit to Tokyo University Hospital, where I was invited to a fetal echocardiography unit, 
ICU and Cath Lab. The other visit was to Kanagawa Children’s Medical Center (KCMC) at Yokohama. At 
KCMC I met Dr Motoyoshi Kawataki who invited me for the lecture he prepared for the neonatologists in 
the hospital. I was introduced to his latest publications showing the possibility to improve the 
screening of abnormal pulmonary venous connections during obstetric scan. 

As a result of the exchange programme we had also an opportunity to welcome one of Japanese 
doctors in our centre in Warsaw, Poland. Dr Taiyu Hayashi - a pediatric cardiologist from the NCCHD - 
visited our Warsaw Referal Centre for Fetal Cardiology on his way to AEPC Meeting in Prague. Dr 
Hayashi and Dr Ono are also invited to the Fetal Working Group Business Meeting in Prague. 

I would like to thank AEPC and JCPPCS for this opportunity, hoping that the four weeks spent in 
Japan will improve my professional skills and will be another example of a closer cooperation between 
Japanese and European Pediatric and Fetal Cardiologists. 

Yours sincerely, 

Pawel Wlasienko, MD, PhD 

Junior Member Representative 

Fetal Cardiology Working Group, AEPC


